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Synopsis

Eleanor of Aquitaine has every reason to beA A upset.For centuries she’s beenA A patiently waiting
for her husband, King Henry Il, toA A meet her in Heaven. Luckily, she’s sharing a cloudA A with
some old friends who knew her when she andA A Henry ruled supreme. As long as they’re together,
theyA A might as well gossip about old times--and soon allA A of Eleanor’s adventures in the Middle
Ages springA A to life again.Finally, just whenA A they’re about to give up on Henry, Eleanor

spotsA A three men floating toward them. After all thisA A time, could one of them be Henry?
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Customer Reviews

If this is historical, it is hysterical: give me more! What a delightful presentation of what is usually
dry, historical fact. This book is the perfect vehicle to introduce middle school students to the Middle
Ages, where human nature is revealed at its worst (just like nowadays). Let’s hear it for the start of
the Women’s Movement --centuries before Elizabeth |. Between the covers of this literary gem is
related the life of a determined, capable and ambitious woman--Eleanor of Aquitaine. The four
sections are narrated Canterbury Tales style by different characters: Abbot Suger, Empress Matidla,
William the Marshall, and Eleanor (the Incorrigible) who lived to be 80, herself. These first-person
tales are interspersed with witty conversatons on a cloud in Heaven, as the speakers reminisce
while awaiting the iffy arrival of King Henry Il. It seems that his earthly career requires the skill of
many lawyers to argue his case--a breed which is not plentiful in Heaven....But for Eleanor Waiting

itself is Purgatory, since she is a woman of decisive action. Still as we eavesdrop on their frank



discussions, we enjoy many chuckles and glean much information about the life and tumultuous
times of this extraordinary woman. After so many centuries, will Henry finally make it Up? This is the
monarch who loved then mourned Thomas a BECKET; the king who sired Richard the Lion Heart,
as well as that much-despised creep, evil Prince John (who got his royal come-uppance at
Runnymede). We learn about Eleanor’s considerable improvements, courtly embellishments and
Crusader importations in order to "civilize" both England and France. Of course there is nothing like
royal famlily squabbles (The Lion in Winter) to keep us glued to the pages!
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